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LETTER VI. 
70 THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL, 
ON THE AMERICAN WAR, 


My Lorp,—It has all along been my 
wish to see England at peace with Ame- 
rica. My reasons for this I have often 
explained; and the mode I have pursued 
has been. this ; to endeavour to prove, that 
the grounds of hope of success, held out to 
us by such writevs as the WALTERS, are 





fallacious. The Dinision of the States, the } 


Impeachment of Mr. Madison, the Resist- 
ance: of Taxation, and the various other 
grounds of hope, I have endeavoured to 
shew were hollow, as much as was the 
expectation of Sweeping the ocean of the 


“ half a dozen. of fir frigates, with bits of 


“ striped bunting at their mast heads.”— 
The task of counteracting thege delusive 
hopes has increased in arduousness with 
the progress uf the war. Beaten out of 
one hone, these writers have resorted to 
others; and, as was. the case in the last 
American war, pride and shame and re- 
Venge are mustered up to prolong a war 
which policy has abandoned. 
3 is now a new-delnsion on foot.— 
Mr. pa ta the proprietor of the Times 
» Who (shocking to think of *) 
Res a ‘principal actor in. producing 
thig calamitous war, is now endeavguring 
) persuade the public, that the President 
of America will be unable to raise the 
force voted by Congress, to complete the 
regular army of that great’ Republic to 
100,000 men, by way of allot, or what 
: Mi’ ‘Walter’ calls CONSCRIPTION. 
“fo be sure, this js a measure very well 
caleplated to astound such a man as Mr. 
Walter, who knotvs nothing at all about 
the people of America ; who. receives all 
} inform: Manoa irdugh | the very worst of 
ible channels ; tors the aan 
; who publishes | 
» desires to flatter the 
















thing of his breeding up, a mortal foe of 
the American Government and people. 
Such a man, who had been led to suppose, 
that the de fone of a country, like America, 
was inconsistent with freedom, naturally 
relied upon the overthrow 6f the Govern- 
ment, the moment it attempted to raise an 
army to resist its invaders; such a man 
would naturally be, as he Aas been, almost 
smothered in the foam of his own malignity, 
upon seeing a measure like this coolly pro- 
posed by Mr. Monroe (now Secretary at 
War), attentively considered by a Com- 
mittee of Congress, and smoothly passing 
into a law, made, or to be made, by. the 
real and not the sham Representatives of 
a free people, elected by that people only a 
few mouths before, and knowing that they 
are again to be elected or rejected by that 
same people a few months afterwards,— 
This has astounded Mr, Walter, It has, 
apparently, given his brain a shock too 
rude*for its. powers of résistance. It has 
upset all his calculations; and he is new 
crying out.for a rebellion in Anierica as 
fiercely as he ever cried out for bullets, 
bayonets, halters and gibbets for the rehels 
in Ireland; but, never losing sight of his 

old object, ‘namely; to delude this nation 

into the hope that the measure must Jail, 

and that, therefore, we ought to coniznue 

the war, . 

Despicable, therefore, ‘as this writer 
may be; ¢ontemptible as is his stock of 
understanding; mean and malignant as 
may be his motives, his efforts merit atten- 
tion, and call upon us to counteract them 
without loss of time. In doing this I 
must fiyst take the best account that I can 
find of this grand measure of the American 


Government, to which has been given the 


name of Conscription. The following is 
the report of the Bill, as republished by 


‘Mr. Walter himself : wm 
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* of 25 in each, in every Township, Parish, 
“ or other Territorial Division, are to be 
‘made under the authority of the United 
** States’ Assessors : where there are no 
“ Assessors, under Marshals, Assessors 
“and Marshals bound under penalty to 
‘‘complete the classification in a. giveu 
** time. 

“Sec, 2. Each class shall furnish one 
* able-bodied man between 18 and 45, to 

“serve during the war—to be delivered 
* over to the Assessor or Marshals, and by 
“ them to be delivered over to the United 
States’ Officers. authorized to receive 
** him. 

‘* See. 3. Marshals and Assessors are to 
“ determige the precincts of territorial di- 
** visions of each class, so that the property 
** in each division shall be as nearly equal 
“‘ as possible—and give notice to each re- 
“ sident in the district of the number of 
“ the preeinct to which he belongs, &c. 

“* Sec. 4. Incase of failure, each class 
“te pay a penalty, which, if not paid in 
“ days, shall be collected of the taxable 
“ inhabitants of the district, in proportion 
“to property real and personal, to be de- 
* cided by the Tax List, or avy other just 
“ and equitable standard by which the ac- 
** tual wealth of the party may be ascer- 
“ tamed. © | 

“ See. 5. Marshals and Assessors to act 
*¢ under the direction of the President of 
“* the United States. The penalties for- 
** feited by each class shall be collected by 
“* the Collector of Direct Taxes and inter- 
“ nal duties, in the same manner as Direct 
* Tax is collected. 

** Seet. 6. Any person aggrieved by 
“ excessive valuations may appeal] in the 
“ same manner as is directed in the Act 
“ for assessing Direct Taxes, 

“Sec. Tand 8. Relate to the paying 
* over of the fines and penalties by Mar- 
“shale and‘ Collectors to the ‘Trea- 

“ sury, &c. 

** Sec. 9. Money secruing by penalties 
“* to be employed by the Secretary of War 

“ to recruit the-army. 

“Sec. 10. Provides to pay Marshals, 
® &c. for services. 

“ See, 11, 32,13, 14. Subsrdinate re- 
* sulations. 

“Sec. 15. Provides that any five whtite 
“male inbabityats of the United States 
“ being liable to- military duty, who shall 
« HG 4 M ed ue 

Widdsints swldior, between 18 and 45, 
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“ Sec. 16. Unimportant details.” 

Such 1s the measure, which Mr. Walter 
assures us cannot be carried into effect ; 
but says, that 2 2 could be carried into 
effect, would deprive us of Canada ina 
year, unless we sent out our * 
*« tional Hero ;” and, indeed, that, under 
the bare possibility of such a measure’s 


! succeeding, “we ought -to cast aside all 


“ European politics.” What achange, my 
Lord! This foolish gentleman used to tell 
us, that the Americans would be “ 7¢- 
“ duced,” .as the old phrase was, in “a 
“ few weeks.” He has often exhausted 
all his powers of speech to convince his 
readers, that this enemy was too desp- 
cable to be treated with im the same sort 
of way that we treat with other nations. 
There is no expression of contempt, con- 
tained in our copious language, which he 
did not use towards America and her Pre- 
sident. _And this same foolish Mr. Wal- 
ter now tells us, that so great is this same 
America, that, in order to be able to meet 
her with a chance of success, we ought 
** to cast aside all European politics.” 

I beg your Lordship, now, to have the 
patience to read Mr, Walter’s. remarks, 
at full length, upon this measure of defence 
in America, ‘The article is of consequence ; 
because, though coming from such a 
source, though proceeding from a son, or 
sons, of OLD Water of Regency memo- 
ry, it is what will give. the cue to almost 
all the rich people in the metropolis, and 
to not a few of those in the country. After 
inserting this article, I will endeavour to 
shew its folly and its malice ; and, were 
the author any other than a Walter, [ 
should not be afraid to promise to. make 
him hide his head for shame. . _ 

“ No certain or official account of the 
“ rupture of the negociations at Ghent has 
“ vet reached this country. -Priyate let- 
“ ters, it is true, have been received, stat- 
“ing that the American Commissioner, 
“ Mr. Adams, was. about to set off for St- 
“ Petersburg, and that Mr, Gallatin had 
“ proposed that a single individual on each 
“ side should be left at iy ais take 
“ advan of any opening for renewing 
«the negosiation ; but. hoth. these state 
|“ ments are at variance with those con- 
“ tained in other letters.of. the latest date 
« from Ghent, received by. the French, 
“ mail of yesterday, acco ing to which 
the diplomatig intercourse still continued, 
“ We repeat, that we do not, think th 





45 atashsll be exempt from 
RiGig the war. | 


the. pat to which, the, public attention 
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“ought to be directed, We should look 
“not to the fallacious terms of an artful 
“ negociatiou3- but to the infallible evi- 
“dence of Ow enemy’s mind and inten- 
“ tions displaved in bis conduct. The Bill 
“ for a Conscription of the whole American 
“ yopulation is a measure that cannot be 
“mistaken. Whilst such a Bill is in pro- 
“ress, and before it-is known whether 
“the people will submit to its being car- 
“ ried into execution, it would be sadness 
“to expect a peace. It would be madness 
“to expect a peace with persons who have 
“made up their minds to propose so despe- 
‘rate a measure to their countrymen: fer 
“either they must succeed, and then the 
“ intoxdcation of their pride will render 
“them utterly intractable; or (which 
‘is, indeed, more probable), they must 
“fail, and their failure must precipitate 
“ them frem power, and consequently ren- 
“der treating with them impossible.— 
“When an American gentleman of splen- 
“ cid attainments, some years since, com- 
‘ posed his celebrated review. of the Con- 
“ scription Code of that monster Bona- 
“parte, he could not possibly foresee that 
“his own country .would, in so short a 
“ time, he subjected to the same barbarous 
“ kumeiation, ‘The prime and flower of 
‘‘ the American citizens are to be taken by 
“ lot ! and delivered over to the Marshals, 
*‘ who are to deliver them over to the of- 
“ficers authorised to receive them, who 
* are to act at the discretion and under 
‘‘ the arbitrary direction of the President. 
“* Thus does Mr. Madison, from a simple 
“ Republican Magistrate, suddenly start 
“np @ military Despot of the most san- 
mn character-—a double of the 
“* blood-thirsty wretch at Elba. We are 
“* convinced that this sudden and violent 
“ shock to all Republican feelings, to all 
“ the habits of the people a ido of - 
“ the Union, canvot be made with impu- 
“ nity. Certain it is, that this law can- 
“* not stand alone. - To give it the least 
“ chance of being put in execution, it 
** must be accompanied with all the other | 
“ chapters of that bloody code by which 
“ France. was di and barbarised, 
“ and demoralised. Who is to hunt down 
“the refractory conscripts ? Who is to 
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“‘ his system: and carefully as Mr. Mons 
“roe may have studied in that accursed 
* school, it cannot be supposed that he has 
“atone flight placed himself on a level 
“* with his great instructor. It is highly 
“* probable, that many of the men who have 
“ Jaboured in the details 6f oppression antl 
“‘ violence under the Disturber of Europe; 
“may have by this time made their way 
‘““to America, where they will doubtless 
“receive a cordial welcome from Mr. 
“* Madison, and be set to work to rivet the 
collar on the necks of the American citi- 
“ gens; but we own that, ‘ with all appli- 
“ances and means to boot,’ the Presia 
** dent, in our opinion, must fail. Nevers 
“theless it would be most dangerous to 
“suffer such an opinion to produce the 
“ slightest relaxation in our efforts. ‘The 
** British Government should act as if it 
“saw Mr. Monroe at the head of his hun- 
‘dred thousand regulars, well disciplined, 
“and equipped, carrying the war, as he 
* distinctly threatens he will do, into the 
“ very heart of Canada. . Late as it is, we 
“must awake. Eight months ago the 
“* Duke of Wellington with his army might 
** have fallen like a thunderbolt upon the 
“Washington Cabinet, leaving them no 
“ time for conscriptions, no means of col- 
“ lecting French officers to discipline their 
“ troops, no opportunity to intrigue for 
“friendship and support among the Con 
“ tinental Powers of Europe. It is not 
“ yet too late for striking a decisive blow ; 
“but that blow must be struck with all 
“our heart and with all our strength. 
“ Let us but conceive the preposed hun- 


“ dred thousand regulars embodied in the ~ 


“ courseof the ensuing spring. Doesany one 
“ believe that, without a mighty effort on 
“our part, the Canadas could be re- 
* tained another year ? Would not the ex- 
“ ultation of seeing himself at the head of 
“such a force urge Mr. Madison, at alt 
‘ hazards, to complete his often-tried in- 
“vasion? Even if his scheme should but 
““ partially succeed, and he should be only 
“able to drag on a defensive war for 
“another twelvemonth, who knows what 
“ Allies that period may stir up for him, 
“under the false pr of regard for 
“neutral rights, and for the liberty of the 
“seas? On our side, to conclude a 





“drag them, chained together:in rows, to 
* the narters of the military divi- 
“sion ? Who is to punish them, “their 
“ rents, relations, and friends >? Even’ 


“ naparte was many years io bringing to 
* its schelical pocteccion She ninchinedy of 


“at the t moment would be to con- 


“ preparations of the enemy. It seenis, 
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“ tined to act against America before this 
« DARING BILL of Mr. Monroe’s was 
“thought of, &t that force instantly be 
“ doubled; let us cast aside all European 
* nolitics that cross this great and para- 
“ mount object of our excretions. Let a 
* General ef commanding name be at once 
“ dispatched to the seat of war. We 
“have often said, and we repeat it, that 
s* America is a scene on which ‘the Duke 
¢ of Wellington’s talents might be dis- 
«* played far more beneficially to his coun- 
try, than they can possibly be in the 
* courtly circles of the Tmilleries : but if 
‘his Grace must necessarily be confined 
**to the dull round of diplomatic business, 
* at least let some officer be sent, whom 
“the general voice of the army may de- 
“ signate as most like in skill and enter- 
* prise to our great National Hero. Fatal 
* exjericnce has shewn us, that no eflort 
of such an enemy is to be overlooked. 
When the flag of the Guerriere was 
struck, we saw im it that disastrous omen 
which has since been but too sadly vert- 
fied on the Ocean and.on the Lakes. 


‘he triumphs of the American navy 
6s 
+ remarkable audacity. ‘The present 
papers mentien the cruises of the Pea- 
* cork; the Ghasseur, and the Mammoth, 
*¢ allvof which were very successful, and all 
“ ventured oa the coasts of England and 
Ireland. .'The two latter, being Ameri- 
‘can built, outsailéd every thing that 
‘gave them chase. This is “a circum- 
“ stance requiring strict attention on the 
 nart of our Adnuralty. Surely there 
* mast be some discoverable and ziztable 
* eause of a celerity in. sailing, which is so 
* jmportant a point of naval tactics. Mr. 
** Fulton, of Catamaran memory, appears 
** ta have employed himself on a naval ma- 
* chine of singular powers. It is described 
* as a Steam Frigate, and is intended to 
* curry red hot shot of one hundred pounds 
“ weight. When we remember how con- 
‘trary to expectation was the tremen- 
** dous effect of the batteries of the Dar 
* danelles, we cannot entirely dismiss from 
“our minds all-apprchensionwf the effeet 
‘of this new machine of Me. Fulton’s.” 
Before L proceed to ingnive into the 
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| Bill of Mr: Monroe’s.” Mr, Walter is 


no grammarian, my Lord ; nor is it neces 
sary that he should, to qualify him for ad- 
dressing such people as the well-attired 
rabble of England, who are his readers. But 
this isnot the thing that [ have in view - 
I want your Lordship to mark the word 
“ DARING,’as applied to this Bill; as 
if it were a thing which the Republic ought 
not to think of without ovr permission ; as 
if it were like the act of a servant taking 
up asword and challenging his master ; 
as if it were a trait of ¢nsolvnce unbearable 
in a nation at war with Big John Bull to 
take effectual means to resist his attacks 
on their shores: as if it were audacious in 
them to provide the means of preventing 
their cities, and towns, and villages, from 
being plundered or burnt, This Mr, 
Walter, only a few days ‘ago, called Mr. 
Jetierson “ Har and slave.” He has a 
handred times called My. Madison a mzs- 
ereant, a trartor, a liar, a villain; and has, 
as often, insisted, that no peace ought ever 
to be made with him. He has “frequently 
insisted; that Mr. Madison and his faction 
(the majority of Congress) must be hurled 
rom their seats. ‘He has called Mr. 
Jefferson the o/d serpent. An shot}; it is 
next to impossible to think of any vile 
term or epithet; which this author has not 
applied to the American President and the 
majority of that Congress, which: is the 
real representation of the American people, 
And yet he has the cool impudence to 
speak of this Bill, this measure of defence, 
as if it were something zasolent towards ws. 

The truth is, my Lord, we ‘have so long 
had to deal with East Indians and Portu- 
guese, and Spaniards and Italians, and Ger- 
mans and Dutchmen and Russians, and In- 
perialist Frenchmen, that we are quite _ 
ed for a dealing with the Americans. We 
have, at last, arrived at such a pitch, that 
we regard it as zmsolence in any people 
even to talk of resisting us. Mr. Walter 1s, 
in this respect, but the mouth-piece of bis 
readers. We must correct ourselves 25 t0 
this way of thinking and talking, if the 
war with America continue ; or we ‘shall 
be-exposed to the derision of the whole 
world. ' 7 

Now, then, as to Mr. -Monroe’s:mea- 








iestice Of these > charges. against Mr.1 
Monroe’s Bill, T-eannot refrain from no+ 
ticlts, in 9 particulir mahner; one phrase 
of this srticle, Mr. Walter (for, hire 


sure. Mr. Walter describes it as a Con- 
scription ; says, that it will subject the 
people to barbarous humiliation ; 8*5% 
that it makes the President a méhtery 
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deag them.to the head-quarters of the mi- 
itary division ; calls the raising of this 
jorce putting @ collar on the necks of the 
American crtizens. 

These are the charges which Mr. Wal- 
ter prefers against this grand measure of 
the Republic, and he observes, that “ when 
“an American gentleman of splendid at- 
“ tuznments, some years ago, composed his 
“celebrated review of the Conscription 
“ Code of that monster Bonaparte, he 
“could not possibly foresee, that his own 
“country would so soon be subjected to 
“the same barbarous humiljation.’ ‘This 
“ centleman of splendid attainments”? was 
a Mr. Walsh, of Philadelphia, who, having 


been in France, came over to England,. 


where, under the patronage of the friends 
of bribery and corruption, he wrote and 
published a pamphlet, ealculated to aid 
their views. ‘This pamphict clearly shewed, 
that the author was one of those Ameri- 
cans, who, by the vain splendour that they 
here behold, and by the hope of sharing in 
it, have been induced to apostatise from 
the principles of their own Republican Go- 
vernment. This young man, whose work 
was reallya very poor performance, abound- 
ing with inconsistencies, and, indeed, with 
downright falsehoods, had his head turned 
by the flatteries of the bireling writers and 
reviewers here ; and [ should not wonder 
if his work acquived him the unspeakable 
felicity of hearing, that even his name was 
mentioned in a conversation between two 
Lords. The great recommendation of the 
work was, that it was zot the work of an 
Englishman. No: it was, it was said, 
the work of az American, who, of course, 
was a friend of the French, and not at all 
disposed to exaggerate in describing their 
misery... This was the fraudulent colour 
under which the work got into circulation: 
Mr. Walsh was a tool in the hands of 
crafty men, who dazzled him with praises, 
and, wore did not neglect the use of 
still more efficacious means. 

But. now as to the resemblance between 


_ Mr, Monroe’s measure and the Conscrip- 


tion of Napoleon: — 
1st. The French Conscription was de- 


ereed by an arbitrary despot, assisted by 
an Assembly whom the people had not 
chosen. The levy in America is ordered 
-by a law, passed by the, Congress, who are 
the reg/ and not the sham representatives 
of the people; who have y been freely 


chosen by the people ; and who, if they de- 
sire to be re-elected, must act so 4s to, 


x 


please the people, the time of their re-elec- 
tion being near at hand. : 

2d. ‘The French conseript was called 
out to fight for the support and aggrandize- 


support also of nobles in the possession of 
their titles and estates. It was the honour 
of the Crowz that the Frenchman was 
called on to fight for, and that, too, am dis- 
tant Jands.—The American citizen is called 
out todefend nv Sovereign family, no Crown, 
no zobles, to give no security and to gain 
no renown for them, or any of them; but 
to fight for the safety, liberty, and honour 
of a country, where there are no distinctions 
of rank, and where, of course, every indi- 
vidual fights, when he does fight, in his owz 
cause as much as in the cause of the Pre- 
sident himself. 

3d. The French Conscription compelled 
personal service-—Vhe American levy con- 
tains no such compulsion. Every twenty- 
five men, between the ages of 18 and 45, 
are to furnish one man. If no one of the 
twenty-five will serve in person, the whole 
twenty-five together are, according to thetr 
property, to pay a certain sum of moncy. 

4th. The French conscript, while he left, 
perhaps, an aged father or mother at home 
living in penury, was fighting for an /.m- 
peror, whose wile carried about her person, 
at the nation’s. expence, decorations, which 
cost as much as would have fed thousauds 
of families for a year. ‘The American le- 
vyman knows, that his Government, all 
taken together, President, Congress, 
Judges, Secretaries, Clerks and all, do not 
cost so much in a year, as is swallowed by 
an Imperial Family in one single day. 

5th. France was notinvaded. ‘This is a 
very material point. America was, and is, 
invaded. Her villages, towns and cities, 
have been plundered and hurnt, A conts- 
nuation of this mode of warfare has been 
distinctly declared by our Admiral to have 
been resolved on. It is invasion, it is de- 
vastation, it”is fire, it is the sword, it is 
plunder, at their very doors, and in their 
very dwellings on the coast, that tle Ame- 
rican levy are called forth to repel, to pu- 
nish or to preyent. It is no possible, no 
| imaginary, no distant danger that has called 
forth this measure from the Congress: it is 
actual invasion; it is an enemy in the 
country, there laying waste, plundering and 
killing. Lawfully, if you please ; but, 
that is no matter. If Na bad landed 
an army here, he would have been justified 





in so doing by. the laws of war; but, when, 
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we expected him even to make the attempt 
at invasion, did we confine ourselves to 
measures like this of Mr. Monrée? Did 
we not call upon'the w/ole of the people to 
be ready to come out wader martial iaw ? 
But I am here anticipating another part 
of the subject of my letter. 

So. much, then, for the resemblance be- 
tween the French Conscription and the 
American Levy; and, I am sure, that 
your Lordship will allow, that they no more 
resemble one another than this RecIsTER 
resembles the Zimes newspaper. What, 
then, becomes.of Mr. Walter’s bombastical 
trash about sanguinary despots and chained 
conscripts? Yet, he will find dupes! He 
has found dupes for many years, and he 
will contmue to find them upon this sub. 
ject, I fear, *till we shall see-an American 

et on the coast of Ireland, an occurrence 
more probable than, at one time, was 
eh 9 the capture of an English frigate 
by a Republican thing with a det of striped 
bunting at tts mast head, as Mr. Canning 
thought proper to describe the American 
frigates. 

ut, my Lord, it is not with the French 
Conscription alone that I mean to com- 
Let us see 


pare the Republican Levy. 
(for that will bring the thing home to us) 
what is the nature of this measure of Mr. 
Monroe compared with our Mritéas. 

We have two or three Militias; but 
there are two clearly distinguished from 
each other: Qne is called the Militia, and 


the other the Local Militia. The former 
consists of men called out by BALLOT, 
WITHOUT ANY REGARD TO THE 
AMOUNT OF THEIR PROPERTY. 
Each man, so called on, must serve in per- 
soh, or must, out of kis own pocket, find a 
man to serve in his stead; and, seeing that 
the service is, in all respects, except that 
ef being sent over sea, the same as that of 
regular soldiers ; secing that the man may 
be marched to any part of the kingdom, 
may be quartered in camp, - in bar- 
racks, and is subjected to all military pains 
and penalties, the price of sabstitutes has 
Yong been so high, that no lahourer or 
journeyman has, out of his. own pocket, 
been able to procure a ‘substitute. Now, 
you ste, there is a wide difference here. 
For the man of small means in America 
has twenty-four others to assist him in 
paying the money necessary to engage a 
substitute. Twenty-five men are put into 
a class. If one of them goes to serve, the 
_ @thers are able to make him. a handsome 
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compensation. If none ef them choose to 
serve, the money in lieu-of the service of 
one man is to be collected from twenty-five 
men. And, which is the beauty of this 
admirable scheme, when it comés to the 
payment of money, each person is to pay, 
not the same sum,. but @ swum 1” proportion 
to the-amount of his means.” In England 
|the names of aé/ of certain ages, in each 
parish, are put into a box, out of which the 
number wanted are drawn. It happens, 
of course, that, of four, oné is a rich mer- 
chant, another a farmer, aziother a jour- 
neyman taylor, and another a labourer. 
Each is to serve in person, or find a substi- 
tute. “The pricé of the substitute is as 
bigh for the poor as-for the rich. The two 
latter, therefore, who have no property to 
defend, must serve, or they must rake 
together the means of paying for the 
defence of the property ‘of the rich, 
and ‘thus involve themselves in debt, 
and expose their famities, if they: have 
any, to misery. But, you see, Mr: Mon- 
roe’s. seheme most. effectually provides 
against this. It puts all the male popula- 
tion, between 18 and 45,’ into classes of 
twenty-five men. Each’ class is to send 
one man. If they agree amongst them- 
selves who shall go, the thing is done.’ If 
none of them choose to go, then the twenty- 
five are to pay a sum of money; but here 
they are not to pay alike ; ‘the journeyman 
taylor and thé labourer are not to pxy like 
the merchant and the farmer: every man 
of the twenty-five is to pay 7” proportion 
to his property; and thus does the burden 
of defence fall with arithmetical correct~ 
ness on the thing to be defended. | 

And this, my. Lord, is what Mr, Walter 
calls a “ Conscription ;” this he calls 4 
measure of “ barbarous humiliation” to 
the people of America ; for proposing this 
measure he calls Mr. Madison’a “ sangu- 
“ nary despot 3? this is the measare which 
he says will never bé sebmitied to by the 
Republicans. ‘The foolish man will ‘soon 
have to announce his astonishment at the 
complete success of the measure: if he bas 
not, I will acknowledge myself to be as 
greatafoolashe.’ = * ' | *° | 
Bat, to proceed, our Local Militia were 
to serve only within their several’ countics, 
but their service has now been extended 5 
though, except in cases: of vy, they 
are ‘to be called out only & month ia 
year.’ Here no man must get the means of 
hiring a substitute from any Enseurance oF 
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&ec. And, of course, the two farmers 
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master to work out the amount of the pe-| keeping that army complete. He, fool as 


nalty. 
comes out of his own present means, or he 
must serve tn person. In this case, how- 
ever, we approach a littlé nearer to Mr. 
Monroe’s excellent scheme ; for, in this 


militia, we proportion the fine, in’ some 


measure, to the property of him who re- 
fuses to serve ; though a rich farmer still 
pays only about twenty pounds, while the 
poorest of his labourers must pay ¢cv 
pounds, though certainly the property of 
the former may be estimated at two or 
three thousand times greater than the pro- 
perty of the latter. Now, according to 
Mr. Monroe’s scheme a couple of farmers 
would find themselves classed with twenty- 
three labourers and journeymen’ black- 
smiths, collar-makers, wheelwrighits, &c. 


He must swear that the ten poends 


| he is, smells powder im every line of this 
scheme. But it is-his business to misre- 
resent, to disfigure, to induce his well- 
dressed ‘rabble of readers, and you too, if 
possible, to believe, that the scheme «w7// 
fail, and that, therefore, we ought to carry 
on the war with all imaginable energy. 
I trust, however, that you are not to be 
misled by him, or by any body else. L 
trust, that you will see the danger which 
this Wise and equitable plan presents to us. 
[ trust, that you will at once abandon ‘all 








hopes of extorting any concession from a 
country, which has now shewn, that dif_i- 
culties and dangers, as they press upon her, 
only tend to increase her energy, to raise 
her spirit, and make her more formidable. 
[ have respect enough for the understand- 
ing of your Lordship to believe, that you 


the sea-coast; we have one army afloat 





‘would pay 24-25ths of the penalty ; or, 
which would be the natural result, one man 
‘out of the twenty-five, with a handsome re- 
ward from the rest, would chearfully take 
‘up the musket instead of the dung-fork, or 
‘the sledge-hammer. 
But the most important distinction still 
remains to be noticed : that is to say, that 
‘we have, for twenty years, had a Militia 
‘on foot, under martial Jaw, under officers 
comiuusstoned by the King, under the regu- 
‘lar discipline, \odged in camps or barracks, 
marched to every corner of the kingdom, 
without any actual znvasion of the country. 
These regiments have been kept up, the 
‘ballotting has been going on, atid no inva- 
ders have come to burn our villages,towns, 
and cities; or, to plunder them, or lay 
‘them under contribution. While, in Ame- 
rica, we are invading and laying waste; 
we are taking permanent possession of one 
district; we are compelling the people to 
‘swear allegiance to our king ; we have a 
mighty naval force continually menacing 


here, another there, more are going out ; 
and this Mr. Walter is calling till he is 
‘hoarse for more troops to be sent to devas- 
tate and divide the country, to overturn the 
‘Republican Government and reduce the 
people to unconditional submission; all 
‘this he is doing, while he is, at the same 
‘time, crying out against the “ barbarous” 
scheme of calling upon the people of pro- 
perty to defend their conntry, a. in 
their ns,or with their purses. Aye, my 
Lord fool as Mr. Walters, he ives, 
that Mr. Monroe’s is an infallible scheme 


have not read Mr. Monroe’s letter to the 
chairman of the Military Committee with 
great attention, and not without some de- 
gree of alarm. But the conclusion of it 
is so very important, that I cannot refrain 
from again calling your attention to it. 

“ T should,” says he, “ insult the under- 
“standing, and wound the feelings of the 
“ Committee, if I touched on the calami- 
* ties incident to defeat. Dangers which 

“are remote, and can‘never be realised, 

“ excite no alarm with a gallant and gene~ 

“yous people. But the —— of 
“* success have a fair claim to their delibe- 

“ rate consideration. The effort we have 

already made has attracted the attention 
“and extorted the praise of other nations. 
* Already have most of the absurd theo- 
“ries and idle speculations on our system 
“of Government been refuted and put 
“down. “We are now felt and respected 
“asa power, and 7d ts the dread which 
© the enémy entertain of our resources and 
“ crowing importance, that has induced 
“‘ him to press the war against us ofier ite 
“ nrofessed objects had ceased. Success 
“by discomfiture of his schemes, and the 
‘attainment of an honourable peace, will 
“place the United States on higher 
“ prounds, in° the opinion of the world, 

hea they have held at any former pe- 

“riod. In future wars, their commerce 

“ will be permitted to take tts lawful 
“ range unmolested. Their remonstrances 

“to foreign Governments will not again 

“be put aside, unheeded.—Few will be 

“ presented, because there will seldom be 

“ occasion for them. Our Union, founded 








for raising an army in a short time, and for | 


“ on internal affection, will have acquired 
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* new strength by the proof it will have 
“afforded of the important advantages 
“‘ attending it. Respected abroad, and 
“‘ happy at home, the United States will 
“have accomplished the great objects for 
*¢ which they have so long contended. As 
“a nation that will have little to dread, as 
‘a people little to desire.” i beseech 
your Lordship’s serious attention to these 
important words. J allow, that peace now 
made on the basis of the Status Quo would 
he success to America. IL have often said 
this before: ‘To defend herself against us, 
single handed, will be most glorious 
triumph to her, and will elevate her in the 
eyes of all the world. But, then, my 
Lord, to repeat once more what I have 
so often said, what will be the consequence 
of her success at the end of a ten year’s, 
or a five year’s war? How much greater 
would then be her triumph? How much 
greater her weight in the world? How 
much more proud her defiance of us? 
How much more powerful her navy ? 
How much more exasperated her people 
against us ? 

I confess, that, after all that has been 
said here about Mr. Madison ; after all the 
threats of our press to depose him; after 
all the “ diars, traitors, hypocrites,” &c. 
that that press has called him; after all the 
expectations of seeing a Viceroy sent out 
to Washington City, it would sink the heart 
of John Bull down into his shoes to see a 

eace made with this same Mr. Madison, 
without extorting something from him. But 
you and your colleagues ought to despise 
this national folly, created by the venal 
men, who live by misrepresentation and 
falsehood ; whose tables are furnished with 
the fruits of flattering popular prejudices. 

I confess, too, that the friends of Cap- 
tain Henry ; that the would-be Noddesse 

Massachwusetts ; that the Federalists in 
general, would be put down for ever by a 

eace with Mr. Madison, on terms ho- 
nourable to America, made at this time, 
and which peace would clearly have been 
ebtained by the wisdom of his measures and 
the bravery of those whom he has em- 
ployed. But hang these scurvy Noblesse, 
my Lord ! They ave poor creatures, They 
cannot assist us. The population of Ame- 
fica is essentially Republican, from one end 
to the other. These poor things have 
tried their utmost, and they have failed. 
When I was.in America, there was a man, 
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land, who wrote, in’ my paper, under his 
own name, a series of lettersto Mr. Jeffer- 
son. One day, I said to a friend of Mr, 
Martin’s, “ when do you think he means 
“to close; for, really, [ am afraid that 
“my readers will soon begin to be as 
“ weary asTam.” “If,” answered he, 
“I knew the state of his brandy bottle 
“TT could tell you; for he'll stick to 
*¢ Jeflerson as long as brandy will warm 
“him, and not a moment longer.”.— 
So it will be, my Lord, with the Noblesse 
of Massachusetts. As long as they are 
stimulated with the hope of forcing open the 
offices of Government by the misfortunes 
of their country, they will talk big about @ 
separation of the Union ; but the moment 
that that hope dies within them, you will 
see them as quiet as mice. And, really, I 
do not know of any thing more likely to 
kill that hope than the scheme of Mr. Mon- 
roe, which will not only bring forth an effi- 
cient army 702, but which will hold an effi- 
cient army always in readiness at a week’s 
notice, while, atthe same time,it will obviate 
the necessity of a standing army and ofa 
great, permanent expence, and will prevent 
the Executive Government from acquiring a 
patronage inconsistent with the principles 
of Republican Government, and dangerous 
to political and civil likerty. | 

I confess, moreover, that there is ano- 
ther class of men, whom you would mortally 
offend by making a peace.that should be 
honourable to America: I mean, the Aaters 
of freedom. do not mean os..+.+++: 
oeeeeees+ Thismoment has arrived the 
Courter newspaper with news of the 
PEACE.——I do not know how to ex- 
press the pleasure [ feel at this news, or 
the gratitude, which, for thrs act, I, in 
common with my countrymen, owe.to your 
Lordship and your colleagues. Far be it 
from me to rejoice at what the Zimes 
calls the discrace of the navy of England 
and the /vzsmitiation of the Crown; but 
being fully convinced, the longer the war 
had. continued, the more disgraceful and 
dangerous would have been the result, J 
do most sincerely rejoice at this agspicious 
event, and vertainly not the less on account 
of its being calculated to baffle the views 
of that hypocritical faction, who have still 
the impudence to call themselves #higs. 
Lam, &c. &e. 

: Ais WM. COBBETT, 

Botiey, 28th Dec. 1814. aay 
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Francr..——Although the affurs of 
France may have become less interesting 
than they were previous to the fall of Na- 
poleon, it ought not to be forgotten, that 
she is stilla mighty nation; that she pos- 
gesses immense resources, capable of en- 
abling ber to command respect; that ber 
people enjoy greater freedom than they did 
under any of her former Kings: and that 
the long war from which she has just 
emerged, and which has brought so many 
culamities on other States, has created in 
her so eflicient a spirit of industry, that she 


can supply herself with almost every neces: 


sary article, equally well manulactured, 
and at as Jow a rate, as other nations on 
which she used to depend for supplies. 
The envy which this prosperous state of 
things has excited, particularly in this 
country, has led our base aud corrupt press 
to say all manner of abusive things of the 
people of France, to reprobate the mea- 
sures of the new Government, and to fore- 
tell the most fearful consequences and 
frightful convulsions as the result of these 
measures. Were we to credit the tenth 
part of what has lately been put forth in 
our newspapers, about the convulsed and 
fermented state of the public mind in 
Fyance, we might be preparing ourselves 
to witness the revival, almest every hour, 
of those dreadful and sanguinary scenes 
that disgraced the early part of the Revolu- 
tion.—Present. appearances do not lead 
me to think there is any cause for these 
apprehcgsions; nor does it appear that a 
change more favourable to liberty is likely 
soon to take place in France. All the 
clamour and expectation that has been ex- 
cited on these topics seem to have origi- 


nated from mere envy. The fenewal of 


the intercourse with the Continent was 
looked to as an event that would revive 
eur drooping manufactures, and give life 
and vigour to our almost expiring com- 
merce. But these hopes have proved fal- 
lacious, and every day furnishes us with 
fvesh proofs, that the French people consi- 
der themselves not only independent of our 
manniactuves, but able to rival us in the 
diflerent markets of Germany, where no- 
thing but British goods were formerly in 
request. The former of these facts is esta- 
blished by.the testimony of every English- 
man who has been in France singe the re- 
turn of peace; and the latter is rendered 
indisputable by the following official docu- 


_ 





ment recently published by the Chamber 


~_ 


of Ronen: — 
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Copy of a Letter from the Director General 
of Agriculture, Commerce, Arts, and 
Manufactures, to the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Rouen. 

Genr_emrn,—I have required of the 
Consuls of bis Majesty in foreign coun 
trices to acquaint me with the situation 
of our commerce in the places of their 
residence. -The information I have 
already received from the North is sa- 
tisfactory, and it seems that our trade 
and industry are fitly appreciated 
In the different markets of Germany 
our manufactures, and particularly those 
of cotton, have been in great demand this 
year, and have been preferred to those 
of Enyland.— This preference conceded by 
strangers to the produce of our industry 
ought to be considered as an important vic- 
tory gained over our rivals in trade. It 
proves the rapid progress of our masufac- 
tureys, and will no doubt be a new ground 
of encouragement to those who engage in 
them. ‘They will perceive that, to pre- 
serve this superiority, it will be convenient 
to improve in the quality, and to reduce 
the prices. —The Consul General of France 
in Denmark, informs me that little of our 
merchandize has been sent thither thig 
year, and that our cottons, with the excep. 
tion of shawls, of which there has been a 
considerable sale, are very little known in 
that country.—Although this commodity 
should be liable to a custom-house duty of 
30 per cent. he thinks that if our travelling 
merchants should make known in the coun- 
try the new articles manufactured, the 
taste would be soon adopted, and that they 
would not regret the trouble they should 
take in exhibiting samples of the several 
varieties.—L have thought it might be 
useful to transmit you this intelligence, 
that you may disclose it to thy commerce 
of your town, which will perhaps induce 
the dealers to increase:their stock, and in 
a suitable proportion to augment their ex- 
ports.—The Director General, Counsellor 
of State —(Signed)—BrcguEy.—A true 
Copy—Rivex, 

To the calummy of those who represent 
France as having been utterly ruined by 
the Emperor Napoleon, the above docu- 
ment is a sufficient reply. Tt is indeed a 

retty clear proof that he must have left it 

im a Zourishing condition, when we hear 

these uvprincipled revilers, although they 

have got the ports of the Continent 
open, complaining of the stagnation of 
trade, aud venting all their spleen against 
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France, which they would see beggared 
and rvined a thousand times over, even 
by a Bonaparte, rather than yield a part 
of that commerce which this country has 
so lcag arvogated as its exclusive right. 
—It is France these sycophants have 
always hated, and not her rulers. 
Napoleon, it is truc, was personally held 
up 25 the cause of their hatred; but this 
was a mosk to cover their enmity against 
the measurcs he was pursuing to render 
France what now 1 suc- 
cessful and powerful rival in commerce 
and manufactures. This was the true se- 
cret of the hostility against the French 
Emperor. He was the ostensible cause. 
The real cause was the rivalship he was 
creating, and that cause exists at this mo- 
ment in as full vigour, though it shews it- 
self with some shades of difference. It 
was felt that it would have been nividuous 
te censure the conduct of a King, whose 
sestoration they had hailed with so much 
rapture. But they would be no way 
displeased to see all France reduced 
to a state of anarchy and’ confusion, 
sufficient to disqualify her. from cul- 
tivating her soil, improving her mannu- 
factures, and extending her commerce.— 
This envy, and spite, and malice, never had 
any other source than the rising greatness 
of France. Ovr cunning and corrupt 





she 1S—— OUT 


to keep this fact in the back ground; and, 
instead of attributing the obstructions that 
now exist to our trade and commerce, to 
the trne cause—the immense load of taxes, 
and the consequent high price of labour, 
they have constantly misled the public by 
idle pretences about the tyranny and am- 
bition of the French rulers, to which they 
falsely ascribed those difficulties that every 
where counteract the commercial enter- 

rise ef ovr merchants. This deception 
28 still carried on. Jt may have the desired 
effect fora time; buat it is scarcely possible, 
now that the channels of accurate informa- 
tian, and the tnterconrse with the Conti- 
nent, is, to all appearance, about to he 
cleared of the rabbish which so long choak- 
ed them, that the people of this conotry 
can remain lony in their present staté of 
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. Srr,— With respect to the city prison 
on. whieh there are some re-- 
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ing was never designed for a receptacle of 
sick persons, but only as a prison and a 
house of correction ; and that it is vot, In 
its establishment, or in any other wa y, fit 
for an hospital. Il adapted as this prison 
is to receive sick persons, it seems crucl ta 
commit women to it, who, having been 
guilty of no other offence than that of pro- 
stitution, at the time of thei? commitment 
are known to be diseased, and whe, indeed, 
have sometimes been apprehended on that 
very account. Surely, some other place 
should be found for such women, where 
'they might receive that accommodation 
which their disease may require. They 
should not be confined in a building, where 
an unavoidable exposure to cold and damp 
prevents the proper and safe operation of 
the only medicine known to effect a cer- 
tain cure of their complaint; and conse- 














! 


quently, where there is a probability that 
they will be discharged in a worse state 
than when admitted. Attention and regard 
to the health of the students should induce 
the officers of the University to use their 
best endeavours to check a disease, which 
in this place is very common, and of which 
the ruinous consequences are severely felt. 
In the sister University, when infermation 
is received by the proctors of a ‘Wworan 
being il, inquiry is immediately made into 
the circumstances of the case; and if the 
charge be true, she is not unfeelingly com- 
mitted toa damp and cold prison, but sent 
toan infirmary and cared. This method 
has been found, by experience, to be the 
best security of the health of the students; for 
as no severity is exercised against the wo-. 
man, they feel no reluctance to lay the in- 
formation. Hence it is, that, in Cambridge, 
the disease alluded to is now never known 
to rage to any extent; an advantage, 
which, by parents and all persons interested 
in the welfare of young men, must be duly 
appreciated. A Ward for yenereal patients 
in the. Radcliffe Infirmary, where there is 
sufficient room for the purpuse, would be a 
most useful and charitable institution. The 
University would receive much betiefit from 
it, and would doubtless contribute very 
largely from their fund to effect so humane 
a purpose. It might otherwise be supported 
by private subscription 5 by a subscription 
separate and distinct from that which 1s ap- 
propriated to support the other objects of 
the charity, and which there is little doubt 
would be“an’ ample one, Shoald ary 
unforeseen ciredmstances prevent the exe- 





marks your last Recister, jt may be said, 
and suid with great trath, that that build- | 
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for the purpose in Oxford, or its environs, 
—— to the controul and inspection of 
the Vice-Chancellor, and other officers. 
expense of this establishment would 
not be so grett but that a sufficient sum 
might be raised by private subscription, if 
unfortunately the University (which can 
scarcely be supposed ) should not think pro- 
per to support a pl: in in which the health 
and constiintion ofthe younger students and 
inhabitants of Oxford are so intimately | 
concerned, Whatever may be the imme- 
diate event, it 1s hoped that the discussion 
of this business will be ultimately produc- 
tive of much good ; that the health of the 
students will be ‘at exposed to danger ; 
and that recourse will no longer be had to 
4 cruc! and useless severity, as re pugnant 
to our feelings, as it has been found inetti- 
cient in producing its intended effects. 
Oxford, Dec. 26, 1814. 





On Renictous PERSECUTION. 
LETTER It. 
It isan execrable heresy and crime to endea- 
vour to compel by farce, by blows, and by 


imprisonment, those who cannot be convinced 
’ by reason. Sr. Arunanasivs, Lib. I, 


SiR, Hume says, that “the prac- 
«tice of persecution is the scandal of all 
“ religion; and the theological animosity, 
“ so fierce and violent, far from being an 
“argument of men’s conviction in their 
* opposing tenets, is a certain proof of the 
“ contrary ; and ‘they have never reached 
“any serious persuasion with regard to 
“these remote and sublime subjects.— 
“Even those who are the most impatient 
“of contradiction in other controversies, 
“are mild and moderate in comparison of 
a polemical divines; and wherever a 
“man’s knowledge and experience give 
“him a perfect conviction of his own 
“ opinion, he regards with contempt, rather 
“than anger, the opposition and mistakes 
of others.” — This sentiment, I think, 
will bear the test of strict examination, 
and be found to tally with the observation 
and experience of all thoge who have zm- 
partially noticed the history of religious 
sag Pe both in past and present times. 
hey will be compelled to acknowledge, 
that the annals of the world do not present 
ts with examples of domestic strife, or po- 
litical con ever being carried to 
that degree of virulent acrimony, and un- 
relenting | implacability, with which reli- 
gious disputes and persecutions have been 
snide ‘whenever the passions of infu- 


vintew bigots, or infataated fanatics, have 
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been set on fire, and roused te action, by 


their tenets being disrespected or denied. 
lt must also be re: aii} y confessed, that those 
whose opimiol save the result of mature de- 
liberation, alter having exercised the most 
serious icflection and critical inquiry on 


‘the notions they have adopted, so as to give 


them a decided confidence in their smind 
that they are right, seldom or ever conduct 
themselves in that vzo/evwt and unbecoming 
manner towards those who difler from them 
in speculative points, as the superficial 
zealot, when the system he has been nursed 
in is attacked, or, as the deluded enthu- 
siast, when the new doctrine is rejected 
which he has just received, without exansi- 


| nation, from some expexienced adept in the 


Trade of Preaching. The industrious 
searcher after truth Knows the pains and 
difficulty of acquiring it, and can make al- 
lowance for the ignorance and prejudices of 
others, while they who take every thing for 
granted, and pin their faith implicitly to 
the sleéveof others, wonder that every body 
cannot plainly sce the merits of what they 
have so easily embraced. 

But perhaps | may be told, that what- 
ever may be urged in favour ‘of tole: ration, 
and against persecution upon broad prin- 
ciples, it will by no means quadrate with 
the narrow scale called poLticy, by which 
the servants of the public, in ‘their great 
wisdom, think fit to rule their masters. 
I shall be informed, that the national wor- 
ship ought always to be supported; that 
the Christian is a part of the common law 
of this land, and is carefully protected by 
the statutes of the realm: consequently, 
that no person should be suffered to appugu 
it. This mode of argument, however ridi- 
culous, is by no means uncommon ; nay, it 
it constantly resorted to by weak and tg- 
norant persons, who do not possess sufli- 
cient ingenuity to defend our faith agamst 
the aspersions of infidels. “ Well,” they'll 
exclaim, “ if our religion is a human insti- 
“ tution, and fraught with absurdities, it 
“ is nevertheless the religion of our fathers, 
“‘ established according to law, the safest 
“to follow, the most generally respected, 
“ the easicst road to preferment ; it would: 
“ be dangerous to alter it; and, therefore,’ 
“it ought not té be abused.” This doc~ 
trine may suit the taste of tyrants and 
slavish formalists, but it can sever meet 
the approbation of impartial reason, nor 


accord with the interests of society— 


** Should we a parent’s fanits adore, 


** And err because our faghepe err’d before,”’ 
Cuvrcmtt. 


POG Eee - 


Ate 








ts 


ONE FE he De rere. row: 


_ 


Se ee ee Sew 


—— 


idieteied edee 


RE ee her eer oe eee 



























































PO OO a a 


arr. eae _ eT ic OE 












855] 


If we sanction a principle like this, there 
is an end to all improvement; every in- 
vention or discovery, for the beaetit of 
mankind, would be discouraged ; and the 
intellectual faculty, the most glorious orna- 
ment with which Naturt has endowed 
man, would be of little use if Priests and 
Despots were to accomplish their desire in 
thus attempting to cramp its exertions. 

If. we admit for one moment so arbitrary 
a mode of reasoning, we must approve the 
persecution of the celebrated Gaiileo, who, 


in consequence of his assertion concerning | 
|“ any of my subjects, convinced by what 


the earth’s motion, was cited to appear be- 
fore the Ingutsitzon at Rome, charged with 
heresy for maintaining propositions con- 
trary to the astrenomical system of the 
sacred Scripture, thrown into their dun- 
reon for two years, and only escaped with 
his life by compliance with their decree in 
abjuring what he believed to be true, 
promising to perform the penance enjoined 
as an atonement for his errors, and repeat- 
ing. the seven penitential psalms’ every 
week for three years. ‘Thus we see, that 
what is now universally adopted, was once, 
as Helvetizs observes of most new truths, 
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*“ treated as an error, cited as a paradox, | 


“and rejected withont. being understood.” 
How cautious ought this to make us of in- 
dylging such a captious and intolerant dis- 
position, or a method or argument so ex- 
tremely fallacious; one, indeed, which 
would oblige us to condemn our blessed 
Saviour as an inflamatory demagogue, who 
broached doctrines contrary to the State 
religion of his country, and applaud the 
Jews for justly exeenting him as an en- 
thusiastic heretic, whose conduct was cal- 
culated to disturb the public peace, subvert 
Judaism, and ruin the priests by bringing 
their trade into,disrepute. It would lead us 
to praise every Heathen Government who 
had persecuted the first propagators of 
Christianity, to‘admire Nero, and to re- 
probate St. Pau/.—How amiable, com- 
pared to such a temper, was the disposi- 
tion of Ethelbert, King of Kent, during 
the Saxon Heptarchy, when Pope Gregory 
the First sent the Monk Austin, afterwards 
ealled St: Austin, or Augustin, with his 
40 missionaries to plant the Gospel in this 
country. That Prince, though an édolator, 
went .out to meet them with the greatest 
courtesy, sat in the open ait to hear their 
leader preach, and after ‘listening to them 
attentively, made the following handsome 
and liberal reply, which we have preserved 








[850 


“are noble, your promises inviting 3 but I 
cannot resolve upon quitting the religion 
** of my ancestors, for one that appears to 
‘me. supported only by the testimony of 
“* persons that are entire strangers to me. 
* However, since, as 1 perceive, you have 
‘taken a long journey on purpose to im- 
“* part to us what you deem of most im- 
“ portance and valuable, you shall not be 
‘‘ sent away without some satislaction. I 
will take care that vou are treated civilly 
“in my dominions, and supplied with all 
“ things necessary and convenient 5 and if 
* you shall say to them, desire to embrace 
“ vour religion, I shall not be avainst it.” 
In fact, the enemies of toleration and 
free discussion have no solid ground to 
stand upon ; for, if they act consistent to 
their, principles, they must, in reading 
history, find fault with /iheldert for his 
mildness, and deprecate the Christians for 
coming to interfere with our then peace- 
able heathen worship. When Catholicism 
hecame firmly established, they must 
then approve of their intolerance to- 
wards those whom we now revere for 
lighting the candle of reformation in a 
dark age, and those who ultimately ac- 
complished it, to the destruction of the 
former system. ‘They must give their 
approbation to the tragedies of Smithheld, 
and deny their commisseration to the Pro- 
testant Martyrs. ‘They must equally ve- 
nerate the murderers of Socrates, Vanim, 
and Servetus. When they turn over the 
pages of history, and find the reformed sys- 
tem established by law, they must then 
view with admiration the disgraceful pains 
and penalties which the md and amiable 
Protestants, in their turn, inflicted on 
the Catholics, and those poor deluded crea- 
tures who would fain presume to reform 
still further the Reformed Church, to im- 
prove upon the improved system, and, in 
short, who have had the. impudence, at 
last, to refuse conformity to all_ the sub- 
lime and useful rites and ceremonies of the 
Church of England. I will not bring them 
to the present time, lest they should blame 
themselves for sending Ministers to India 
to preach the Gospel, and censure the 
Blacks for not rejecting: the intruders 5 
because it might give some sceptic an op- 
portunity of asking me whether the Blacks 
were made on purpose to be damned, 


they never had an opportunity of believing 


or rejecting our Revelation ? And if s0, 


by the venerable Bede :—“ Your proposals | how I could reconcile it with some f the 
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attributes which Christians generally give 
their God ? Or, whether I thowerlt a sys- 
tem, which has split pc ople into 2 thousand 
seets, embroiled them im doctrinal contro- 
versies, divided the father from the son, 
and the husband from the wife, would. be 
more beneficial to them than the one in 
which they are at present al! agreed ? 
Such questions, I confess, would puzzle 
me exceedingly to answer in a poplar 
manner. I shall say nothing, therefore, 
here that might lead to their discussion. 
But, after all, there is no set of peo- 
ple against whom the Government of this 
eountry are so severe, as those wretched 
persons who have been so unfortunate as to 
have had their hearts hardened by God, or 
their understandings perverted by the 
Devil, as, the Scriptares tell us, was the 
ease sometimes in davs of old, which has 
rendered them inc: apable of duly appreciat- 
ing the divine truths of our holy religion, 
and induced them to reject the whole as 2 
buman invention, set up to terrify and en- 
slave mankind, and monopolise power and 
profit ;. to ridicule the idea of Three Gods, 
and to acknowledge only one supreme 
Being, whom they denominate the great 
Author of Nature. They admit no other 
‘revelation than the volume of the Creation, 
which they assert speaketh alike to all, 
and cannot be altered or defaced by man ; 
for no mortal, they say, can darken the 
sun or the moon, neither can he pluck 
down the stars. T hey regulate their con- 
duct by those simple fundamental princi- 
ples of morals, which all mankind, both 
individually and collectively, find essential 
to their happiness, and which experience 
necessarily deduces from the order of the 
universe, and the physical constitution of 
man. They erroneously conceive that 
Christian morality is rendered almost, if 
not quite, nugatory, by, what they term, 
the mass of rabbick with which it is en- 
cumbered ; assigning as a chief ground of 
their disbelief, that they deem it a libel 
upon the Almighty to represent bim as re- 
vealing his will in so strange and obscure a 
manner ; that those for whom it was in- 
tended cannot comprehend it, and quarrel 
with each other about the coristruction of 
wt ; that he should suffer it to be framed in 
so elastic and dubious a phraseology, that 
interested knaves may stretch and inter- 
pret it to answer their own purposes ; that 
he should permit it to be handed about, for 
so many ages, in manuscript, liable to all 
the blunders of careless or pelted scribes, 
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subject to all the variations of language, 
diversity of idiom, mts-translation, or wil- 
ful interpolation ; ; and yet make implicit 
faith in it indispensable to the salvation of 
his creatures, notwithstanding so many ob- 
stacles to perplex and embarrass them. 

I have thus, for the sake of candour, en- 
deavoured to give a feint outline of the 
opinions entertained by those mistaken 
men 3 but have forgotten to say, at the 
outset, that they agree with us in all the 
er valid st titles or qualities which we give 
to the Deity. ‘They will not, however, al- 
low, that the cht aracter of the God of the 
Jews, whom they seem to reflect upon with 
horror, ‘and to consider the creature of 
imagination, can be at all consistent with 
the sublime perfections of the Supreme 
Being, because they have no other evidence 
of bis existence than what the "y term the 
Voice of N: ature. I am aware, that many 
religious peop! le dwell with rapture on the 
W onde rs of the universe as a corroborative 
proof of the being, wisdom, and geodness 
of its Grand Architect, and of the genuine - 
ness andauthenticity of the Bible ; yet there 
are other pious and learned Christians who 
contend, that when man gives. up Divine 
Revelation asa fable, he can have no cer- 
tain or infallible demonstration that there 
exists an all-just, merciful, wise, and pow- 
erful God ; to which ‘opinion I must con- 
fess myself a convert. 

This numcrous body of people are called 
Theists, or Deists, from their believing in 
only one God ; and, however wrong I may 
consider them, [ am so anxious for the ho- 
nour of pure and simple Christianity, that 
I shall consider it my duty tp defe od them 
from persecution ; and, I hope (God will- 
ing) im my subsequent letters, by an ap- 
peal to the earliest Fathers of-the Church, 
and the most respectable Ecclesidstical 
Historians, such as Tillimont, Dupin, and 
Mosheim, to shew how grossly inconsistent 
it is for us to molest or interfere with them 
on account of opinions which they cannet 
help entertaining ——Your’s, &c. 

London, Dec. 28. Exasmus Perxtns. 





Prorerty 'TAx.——WEsTMINSTER 
Meetinc.——The country has lately 
been so much occupied with Meetings 
about the Repeal of the Preperty Tax, 
that — forgot almost every thivg 
else. seetn to think that this is the 
only obnoxious burden, the only A 
exaction, of which they have a right fo 





complain, and that deliverance from. it 
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will be a full release from all their sorrows. 
It remained for the Inhabitants of West- 
minster, and their undaunted and virtuous 
Representative Sir Francis Burdett, to 
dispel this delusion. Ata Public Mect- 
ing, held in Palace-vartl, on ‘Chursday 
last, the Income Tax, as it is called, was 
clearly shewn to be only a small part of 
the grievance of which the public had to 
complain. For reasons stated in Sir 
Francis Burdett’s Letter, (which, with a 
copy of the Resolutions and Petition 
adopted at the Meeting, £ have given be- 
low) the worthy ‘Baronet could not give 
his persoaal attendance ; but the distinct, 
the fearless, and the convincing manner in 
which he has pointed out, in that letter, 
the extent of the evil, and-opened the cyes 
ef the public to their true situation, renders 
his abseace less a matter of regret than it 
would etherwise have been. ‘The worthy 
Majer Cartwitgit too, who has literally 
grown grey inthe cause of Freedom, was 
found at his post, endeavouring, with all the 
zeal and energy for whichhe is somuch cha- 
racterised, to rouse the nation from its tor- 
pid state, and make them acquainted with 
the dreadful. situation into which they had 
been plunged by the tools of corruption. 
—This staunch Veteran, as appears from 
the newspaper report, delivered himself to 
the ecllect following :—“ He apprehended 
‘“‘ that the cessation of the American war 
“ would secure the discontinuance of the 
“tax on property, at least at its present 
“amount.. It was not, however, the ques- 
* tion as to its amount, or whether the per 
«‘ centage should be increased or diminish- 
“ed, but it was the spirit and charac- 
“ ter of the imposition which ought chiefly 
“ to attract their consideration. The lion’s 
“ whelp might be a harmless plaything at 
“ first, but if suffered to grow, would 
“ finally prove himself to be a lion. The 
“ purpose for which they were then as- 
“sembled was threefold: first, to con- 
* sider of the general state of the national 
“ taration; secondly, of the property tax 
‘im particular; and, thirdly, with respect 
* tot eedings which it was tneambent 
“ in them to adopt on this occision. They 
“ought not to confine themselves to the 
£ mere condemnation of a tax whieh vio- 

lated property, which oppressed industry, 
“which invaded domestic privacy, and 
n Wate was, therefore, obviously incon- 
i sistent with every principle of English 

liberty ; but-they ought totrace this evil 
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nection with other public grievances, and 
to call upon the Legislature for that 
great and ultimate remedy, which -could 
alone cnSure them permanent independ- 
ence and prosperity. ‘The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had, in his place in the 
House of Commons, not long. since 
broadly intimated his intention of pro- 
posing a renewal of this tax. It was for 
them, therefore, not to-criticise any par- 
“ tial defects, or any apparent inequalities, 
‘in the principle or operation of such a 
‘“‘ measure; because the reply of the Chan- 
‘€ cellor of the Exchequer would certainly 
“be, that he was much ebliged to the per- 
“sons who suggested these objections, 
‘ he was anxious to supply defects, and to 
“ romedy inequalities ; and, theretore, by 
“removing, in some decree, their \ob- 
** jections, he trusted that he should re- 
“ceive their unanimous approbation. It 
‘‘ was their part to proclaim their hostility 
“to the entire scheme, as subversive of 
“ their native and hereditary -rights.—No 
doubt such a situation of things might 
‘“‘ arise, that burthens, otherwise intoler- 
‘able, would be borne by a great and free 
“ country with patience and alacrity ; but 
“a tax which was utterly irreconcileable 
“to the spirit of a free Constitution; 
‘“‘ which was no léss severe, and grinding, 
“and oppressive in its. administration, 
“than it was inquisitorial and partial in 
“¢ its principle, could be justified in no case, 
“nor under any combination of circum- 
“stances. ‘The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer might, if he pleased, with an insult- 
“ing sveer observe, that -he feared the 
“ sentlemen assembled in Palace-yard had 
“not sufficiently tuken into their. deep 
“ consideration the whole state of public 
“ affairs, the : foreign relations, the finan- 
“cial difficulties of the country. Mise- 
“rable, in his opinion, was the fate of a 
“ nation, and cheerless its prospects, when 
“a popular meeting should deem it expe- 
dient to penetrate the arcana.of Goverv- 
“ment, or to busy itself with any other 
“topic than such as belonged to its pro- 
“.vince—the assertion of its owm inalien- 
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“able and constitutional rights. ‘These 
“rights they were as capable of under- 
és 


standing and valuing as any lawyer 
“ at the bar, or any Minister of the Crown: 
‘‘ His worthy friend (Mr. Wishart) bad 
“ truly told them, that two thirds of every 
“man’s income were now absorbed dy 4 
variety of taves before the. property t#¥ 





“te its true source, to shew it iv its con- | 


“ came into.application ; and that this tax} 
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“applying to the nominal whole, was, in 
“ practical effect, a tax not of 10 but of 30 
“ per cent. He certainly was not appre- 
«“* hensive that, after the fortunate conclu- 
“ sion of peace with America, the present 


“he had his fears that it might be pro- 
«* duced in another shape, or in curtailed 
“ proportions. He should not be much 
“surprised to see another property tax 
“ brought forward, a little property tax, a 
“ young cub, which, ashe had before observ- 
« ed, might be perfectly innocent in its infant 
“ stute, but by the time that its claws and 
“‘ teeth should attain their full power, would 
‘have grown up into a formidable and 
“ferocious monster, that might devour 
“ them and their children. [t was their 
‘ duty, then, to be vigilant at the out sct to 


_ crush the evil in its birth, and to set an 


“example to other meetings, which might 
“‘ secure co-operation in the salutary work. 
“In the year 1793, in a memorable peti- 
“ tion, it was brought home to the House 
‘«¢ of Commons, that they did not represent 
“the sense, nor express the voice, of the 
** people, purposes which they were insti- 
‘“ tuted to accomplish, and rights to which 
“Ne Constitution had given every Eng- 
“Tishman a claim. What had been the 
“ course of public events and of national 
“‘ suffering since the House thought pro- 
“ per to disregard this important demon- 
“ stration? ‘The Government of that day 
“ had plunged us, under the pretence of a 
“‘ short war, into a contest of twenty years 
“ duration ; and for the sake of iuterfer- 
* ing in the internal regulation of another 
“kingdom, and of extinguishing opinions 
** which were not acceptable to their taste, 
“had entailed on Great Britain that tre- 
“ mendous load of taxation under which 
“ she was now bending. When James 
“ If. adopted unconstitutional measures of 
“taxation, the nation, almost with one 
“voice stood -up against him; yet the 
“ country did dot then owe a single million, 
“and was. now indebted in a thousand. 
“ He repeated it to them, the country now 
“owed a thousand. millions. The condi- 
“ tion of France was comparatively happy ; 
“ she had no such debt ; ty and culti- 
“ vation reigned over her soil, and the 
“ mence was, that thousands and 
“tens of thousands were repairing to 
“ enjoy there, what they could not obtain 
“in their native land—an easy and com- 
“‘fortable subsistence. The rich were 
“ going to extend their comforts, the poor 
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“to acquire the means of Jiving at all. 
“ This was the state to which the country 
“ was now reduced; and to. restere it to 
“a better condition, it was first necessary 
“to restore purity to their representative 
system: without this, future wars and 
future taxes were in stere. Was it pos- 
sible for them to forget that a British 
* Minister had once entertained the pro- 
“‘iect of imposing a tax on capital, and 
“that the petition of the Westminster 
“electors against it had at Jeast been ser- 
*¢ viceable in saving the country from that 
*¢ infliction ? In reference to the general 
** system of ‘taxation, what could be more 
** obnoxious than the measure for redeem- 
‘ing the land tax. ‘That tax took away 
“ one-fifth of the landed property of the 
“ country, and liad been sold. Four other 
“such operations would comprehend and 
“ vest in the Crown the whole landed pro- 
‘* perty in the realm. He had intended te 
‘“‘ have offered to them several other obser- 
‘“‘ vations, but the state of the weather and 
*¢ of his own health induced him to abstaia, 
“‘ He had only to thank them for the pa- 
*¢ tience with which they had already heard 
© hime”, x. 
SIR FRANCIS BURDETT'S LETTER, | 
Malisbury Manor, Dec. 28, ISt4. | 


Genti.emen,--1 am much disappointed af 
being prevented, by a heavy fall of snowyas- 
tending the Meeting of the Electors of West-e 
minster, advertised for the Wh December. 

I regret thisthe more, because, L perceive, by 
the wording of tie Advertisement, that a lange 
and enlightened view of the subject is intended 
to be taken ; eve worthy the, City in which this 
Mecting is to be held; not narrowed {0 the coa 
sideration only of an oppressive Tax, bat en- 
larged to a general view of that whole system of 
Taxation; every stroke of which, like thé 
cat-o’-nine-tails from’ the backs of our soldiers, 
brings blood ; and which is not more galling ia 
the mode and severity of its correction, than ia 
its profligate, corrupt, and wasiefal expendia 
ture. In fact, the Income or Property Tox has 
no title to that pre-eminence in infamy, it ape 
pearsin public detestation to possess, nor is ita 
whit more arbitrary iu its cxecution, cruel in its 
operation, or ruinous in is consequences, o£ 
uncoustitutional ia its popeigienenen the Excise, 
or many Other summary, arbitrary, and uncon~ 
stitufional jurisdictions, established by Act of 
Parliament, and rooting out the common ays 
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the land ; that law which my Lord Coke truly 
is the best inheritance of the subjeet: besides 
toriure of our soldiers, I might add the brutal 
horrors of the impress, the inhospitable avd Co 
rannical act against Foreigners, with a 4 
string of et cateras, too numerous to insert here, 
and too palpable to be denied. : 

The enlightened and patriotic Blectors of 
Westminster, know full well, that these are only 
‘a few of the bitter fruits of that. baleful tree, 
which nonrisheth its roots in that hot bed of ears 

on from whence it sprung, St. Stephen’s 

Chapel; and though it-basstruck deep in that 
consecrated soil, we are i by We bighest 
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authority how to judge it, and by the same ao- 
thority how to deal with it. 

That we may be able to deal with it accora- 
ingly, before the whole pruperty of the country 
is absorbed by Government, before the nation is 
pluaged inte fresh wars against human liberty, 
and before the system of dragooning introduced 
during the last, is irremoveably established, is 
the fervent prayer of, Gentlemen, your ever 
grateful, sincere, aud attached Servant, | 

F. BURDETT. 


















THE RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved,—That an apprehension heing enter- 
tained that, on the expiration of the present 
Property Tax, a new one on the sime ob- 
hoxioas model, (although perhaps for, at first, 
@ less per centage) is intended to be introduced, 
itisin the opinion of this Meeting the bounden 
duty of every good Citizen to protest against 
any such intended measure, and to endeavour 
to prevent it by all Constitutional means, 


That, in the decayed condition of the Na- 
ticaal Repr sentation, as set forth in a Petition 
entered in.the Journals of the Commons House 
on the 7th day of May, 1793, it cannot be main 
tained, that any part of the present National 

_ Paxation had the People’s consent in the manher 
required by the Cunsiiiuiion; Which manner’ is 
essential to Public Libesly, and to the security 
of Properly. 
® That the inquisitorial, arbitrary, vexatious and 

eruci move im which the Property Tax is car- 

. ried into execution, are but natural. conse- 

guences of the People having. censed to be 

fespected; or to hotd the guarilinnship of their 
own Liberty and Property ; hecause of having 
lost the. sacced Right of TAXING THEM- 

SELVES through real Representatives, 

That, altioagh traly gratefin] te these who 

a obtained “us the blessings of complete 
eace, and, of course, a discontinuance of the 

present Property Tax, a Petition be presented 

to the House of Commons, that no other Tax, o# 

the sume exceptionable model, may on any ac- 

gount be made to succeed the said prescnt Uae 
senstitational Tax. 

That a Petition founded on the foregoing Re- 
sclations be now read. 

That the Petition now read be adopted as the 


Petition of the inhabitant Houschoiders of the 
City and Liberties of Westminster: and signed 
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Eommons hy and presented to the House of 

ns by our: Representative Sir Francis 

deitt, Bart. and that he be insirucied to sup- 
‘port the same. 

That this Meeting do most cordially agree 
with the City of London, in strongly recom- 
mending, that similar Meetings be held, in every 
ger , City, Towa and Parish, throughout the 

BS nedou. 


9 That oar Thanks are eminently dune, and here- 
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Noe Git} 

Ogi. 
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ven to our Representative Sir Francis 








oS Ap ett, Bart. for his dignified assertion on all 
* ann of the Rights and Liberties of his 
iS3y oi try; fully assured that when that Coun- 

s  ety shall eseerelly listen to his patriotic voice, 
fie: Liberties will be speedily 
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That oar Thanks are also hereby given to our 
see Representative Lord Cochrane, for 
nis manly exertions in favour of the Rights of the 

3 and that we leek forward, with satis 
» to the time whea his emaneipatioa from 
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on their behulf by the High Bailiff and twelve 
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@ portion of his cruel and unjust suffetings, will 
enable him to renew those. exertions, 


y That Arthur Morris, Esq. High Bailiff merits 
our particulac Thanks for bis uniform attention 
ta the Wishes of the Lohabitants, aud his impar- 
fial conduct iv the Ciair, . 





PETITION, 


To the THonounanre the Comvons of theUyiren, 
Kinapom of Great Britain and tret«yp, 
in Parlianent assembled, 

THE PETITION | 
OF THE INHABITANT HOUSEHOLDE! 
Of the City and Liberties of Westminster, 

Suewetu,—That in their sufferings and vexa- 
tions under the Property Tax, and the modes of 
its execution, your Petitioners have been forcibly 
drawn to a contemplation of the State of the Na- 
tional Tuxationin general.; as well as tothe facts 
recorded ina Petition entered on your Journals 
bon the 17th day of May, 1793. 

Seeing those facts, it cannot be maintained 

‘that any Taxes. are imposed with consent of the 

People of this Kingdom in the manner which 

by the Constitution of aur Country is indispens- 

ably required. © - 

The Nation's long and quiet submission to the 
Property Tax in particular, must be attributed 
to an unwillinguess to embarrass the Executive 
Government while engaged in a, Wateof uncom- 
mon extent and dificuliy : Peage being, how- 
ever, now completely restored, eVery pretext 
'for a continuance ef that Tax is wholly re- 
| moved. 

But having been alarmed hy anapprehension, 
that when the present Ten per Cent. Propatty 
Fax shaltin Apribnext have-expired, Ministers 
mean té propose a new Tax on the Same mode), 
although in a lighter proportion to Property, 
your Petitioners are induced to. State their ob- 
sections to several of the featares.of the preseut 

ax. , oe 0 
| lst. The operation of the Tax is necessarily 
matrsrroniaL ; frequently causing disires-ing, 
eried, or ruinous éxposures of . private affuirs, 

2d. The powers of the Commissioners are 
offensively arbitrary. . } 

3d. The operation of the Tax is oppressrve, 
vexatious, unegual, and degrading. ........ 

4th. The granting of this Tax for an tndefinite 
term, a term which hasalready extended to se- 
veral years, unconstitulionally abandoned the 
controul which, by the Constitution, Parliament 
is bound to hold over the revenue of the Execu- 
tive Magistrate, : 

5th. But, abowe all, in consequence of various 
corruptions which have in effect annibilated os 

National Representation, the Tax neither ha F 

nor could hiave had, the People’s consent; an 

itis written inthe law of Nature, 28 in font 
truth, thata Nation who Tax themselves, either 
in person or by real Representatives, are aloes 

Free ; cP a people who are otherwise Taxe 

are not Free. . . ; 

P Your en ey ti pray, that a 

né Statute which esta e € 

79 : ' , ov ather 
-perty Tax stall, in April hext, expires 1 code) 


“~ 


Statute, and no other Tax, op the» : 4 
nay be passed or imposed; and” , 
noutable House will also take into itsearly ©O° 
sideration, what means ought to be at pied. vad 
rendering the National Taxation ia Sure 
truly Constitutional and consistent with. 


tish Liberties, 


So 





> 





Cee 
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